
ABERDEEN SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 5 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the 
Board of Directors – February 16, 2016 

 

At 7:00 p.m. President Bielski convened the regular meeting of the Aberdeen 
School Board in the Community Room at Aberdeen High School.  Members 
present were Christi Boora, Jeff Nelson and Jamie Walsh along with student 
representative Shelby Cokeley, Superintendent Thomas Opstad and 15 
patrons and staff.  Director Erin Farrer and student representative Katurah 
Martin were excused. The meeting began with the Flag salute.  A work study 
for the purpose of discussing a five-year plan outline, the study and survey 
report and bond planning preceded the meeting. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Superintendent Thomas Opstad administered the oath of office to Director 
Christi Boora who was elected in November to a four-year term in Position 1. 

OATH OF OFFICE 

On a motion by Christi Boora and seconded by Jamie Walsh, the Board 
approved the Consent Agenda, which included the minutes of the regular 
meeting conducted on January 19, 2016, and minutes of the special meeting 
conducted on October 13, 2015; January payroll vouchers 819944 through 
820023 totaling $2,632,701.45, General Fund vouchers 820025 and 820055 
through 820147  totaling $561,130.67, ASB Fund vouchers 820024, 820027 
through 820054 and 820148 totaling $37,520.83, and a Private Purpose Trust 
Fund voucher 820026 in the amount of $40.00; accepted correspondence from 
the Ready for Kindergarten project; approved a request from the orchestra at 
Aberdeen High School to travel to Seattle, Bellingham and Vancouver, B.C., 
on March 17-22, and accepted a gift to the district in the amount of $1,000.00 
from the Bernard Pinckney Trust for the scholarship fund at Aberdeen High 
School. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Director Christi Boora commented that she is looking forward to the Blue and 
Gold Banquet on February 27 that will benefit the football and baseball 
programs and praised Miller Junior High School for the program offerings 
available to students. 

President Sandra Bielski thanked everyone who worked on the 2016 
Maintenance and Operations Levy, which passed with more than 60 percent 
of the vote. 

COMMENTS FROM 
BOARD MEMBERS 

Student Representative Shelby Cokeley shared information about upcoming 
events at the high school, including several music events, the start of spring 
sports on February 29 and the People’s Choice Awards on March 2. 

COMMENTS FROM 
STUDENT 
REPRESENTATIVE 

On a motion by Jamie Walsh and seconded by Christi Boora, the Board 
unanimously adopted a new policy, Policy 2412 Diplomas for Veterans, which 

OLD BUSINESS 
POLICY 2412 
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follows the WSSDA numbering protocol and will replace an outdated special 
education policy. 

DIPLOMAS FOR 
VETERANS 

On a motion by Christi Boora and seconded by Jeff Nelson, the board 
unanimously adopted the novel Inside Out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai and 
published by Harper Collins.  The novel will be used in English Language 
Arts classes at Miller Junior High School. 

NEW NOVEL 

Superintendent Opstad discussed the 2016 Maintenance and Operations Levy. 
He noted that it will be nice to build on the “super majority” of support for 
schools over the next few years as the district moves forward with plans for a 
new grade school and a remodel at Miller Junior High School that will 
eventually result in a bond issue to put before voters. 

Superintendent Opstad discussed the 2016 Legislative Session, commenting 
that it does not appear there will be substantial changes to education funding 
this session. 

SUPERINTENDENT 
REPORT 

M&O LEVY 

2016 LEGISLATIVE 
SESSION 

 

Superintendent Opstad discussed planning for the 2016-2017 budget, 
especially work being done to finalize enrollment projections. He noted that 
while total enrollment is holding steady, there is decreasing enrollment at the 
secondary level and increasing enrollment in the primary grades. 

2016-2017 BUDGET 
PLANNING 

Superintendent Opstad reported that the auditors are continuing their work 
on the 2015-2015 audit but expect to finish by the end of the week.  Once their 
work is done an exit conference will be scheduled. 

2015 AUDIT 

Superintendent Opstad discussed the requirement for new Board members to 
be trained in the state’s open public meetings and open public records laws. 
He will follow up with newly elected director Jeff Nelson and newly 
appointed director Erin Farrer.  

OPEN 
GOVERNMENT 
TRAINING 

Superintendent Opstad reviewed superintendent and district activities related 
to Goal 1 (Teaching and Learning) of the Strategic Plan.  

STRATEGIC 
PLANNING 

Teaching and Learning Director Judy Holliday presented the teaching and 
learning report for January.  In addition, she noted that it was a TRI Day for 
teachers today and that 121 students have applied for 50 spots in the AVID 
program at Miller Junior High School next year. 

President Sandra Bielski commented that she was able to accept the invitation 
to AHS science teacher Mike Machowek’s student-led watershed seminar and 
it was “phenomenal.” 

TEACHING AND 
LEARNING 

  2 



Aberdeen School Board Minutes 
February 16, 2016 
 

Under Technology, Mrs. Holliday discussed the phasing out of eRate funds 
for telephone service and the need for a new telephone system. The district 
will be seeking proposals for a VoIP (Voice Over Internet Protocol) system. 

Superintendent Opstad discussed technology upgrades being planned in the 
district, including the transition to a voice-over-internet phone system, 
upgrades to ensure that wireless capacity is fully adequate during peak 
demand times such as testing at all schools, and research into the purchase of 
Chromebooks to replace the iPads at Miller Junior High School in time for 
testing this Spring. 

CHROMEBOOK 
PURCHASE 

Superintendent Opstad shared information about Booster Club activities, 
including news that the new trailer for the music program was picked up 
over the weekend. 

Athletic Director Scott Stockslager provided information about extra-
curricular activities, including news about students who have earned regional 
titles and berths to state and a reminder of the Blue and Gold Banquet 
planned for Saturday, February 27. 

Superintendent Opstad discussed the Athletic Advisory Committee, 
including information about upcoming meetings and a goal of encouraging 
ongoing parent involvement at all grade levels. 

CO-CURRICULAR 
AND EXTRA-
CURRICULAR 

 

 

Finance Director Elyssa Louderback presented the Fiscal Status Report and 
Fund Balance Report for January, as well as an update on enrollment from the 
February 1 count. 

FISCAL STATUS 
REPORT 

Superintendent Opstad read a proclamation from Governor Jay Inslee in 
support of School Retirees Week on March 14-20.  

SCHOOL RETIREES 
WEEK 

On a motion by Christi Boora and seconded by Jeff Nelson, the Board 
declared technology equipment inventoried by the Technology Department a 
surplus and no longer of value to the district. 

SURPLUS 
TECHNOLOGY 
EQUIPMENT 

Discussion and adoption of the 2016-2017 Calendar was postponed to the 
March meeting to allow more time for staff feedback. 

2016-2017 
ACADEMIC 
CALENDAR 

The Board reviewed Policy 1005 Key Functions of the Board along with 
operating protocols.  

POLICY 1005 KEY 
FUNCTIONS OF THE 
BOARD 

  3 



Aberdeen School Board Minutes 
February 16, 2016 
 

The Board conducted its annual Title I review of Policy 4130 Parent 
Involvement.  

POLICY 4130 
PARENT 
INVOLVEMENT 

The Board reviewed proposed changes to Policy 3246 Restraint, Isolation and 
Other Uses of Reasonable Force, which was presented for first reading to replace 
the current policy. Special Services Director Jean Prochaska explained that the 
changes update the policy to reflect current law and district practice.  

 

The Board reviewed Policy 3247 Required Notification of Isolation or Restraint of 
Students with IEPs or Section 504 Plans for first reading. It is recommended that 
the policy be deleted as the required notifications are now incorporated into 
Policy 3246.  

POLICY 3246 
RESTRAINT, 
ISOLATION AND 
REASONABLE 
FORCE 

 
POLICY 3247 
REQUIRED 
NOTIFICATIONS 
(DELETE) 

The Board reviewed a proposed update to Policy 2162 Education of Students 
with Disabilities Under Section 504. The changes were introduced on first 
reading.  

POLICY 2162 
EDUCATION OF 
STUDENTS WITH 
DISABILITIES 
SECTION 504 

The next regular meeting of the Board is set for 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 15, 
2016, in the Community Room at Aberdeen High School.  A work study will 
begin at 6 p.m. for budget discussions. The Board also discussed holding a 
separate work study not attached to a Board meeting in April or May for 
more in-depth planning and discussion. Directors Christi Boora and Jeff 
Nelson volunteered to audit the bills.  

NEXT MEETING 

Superintendent Opstad discussed future elections and planning for a facilities 
bond that would include building a new Stevens Elementary School. 

FACILITIES 

At 8:04 p.m. President Sandra Bielski recessed the meeting for an executive 
session expected to last 45 minutes for the purpose of evaluating the 
qualifications of applicants for employment and collective bargaining.  The 
session began at 8:15 p.m. The regular meeting resumed at 9 p.m. 

EXECUTIVE 
SESSION 

Following a presentation by Human Resources Director Emily Hetland, on a 
motion by Jamie Walsh and seconded by Jeff Nelson, the Board approved the 
Personnel Report.  Under certificated matters, the Board approved the hiring 
of Crystal Arias as a kindergarten teacher at A. J. West Elementary effective 
February 17; accepted the resignation of Angie Durr as Renaissance advisor 
(.5 FTE) at Aberdeen High School effective February 1, and approved the 
hiring of Richard Rosche and Garrett Johannes as substitute teachers. 

PERSONNEL 

CERTIFICATED 
 

 

 
  4 



Aberdeen School Board Minutes 
February 16, 2016 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Under classified matters, the Board approved the hiring of Karryle Dees as a 
para-educator at Aberdeen High School effective February 16, Dawn Borns as 
a para-educator (current year) at Robert Gray Elementary effective February 
11, Eli Lugo as a para-educator (current year) at Robert Gray Elementary 
effective February 8, and Kyra Abshier, Philip To and Jessica Vaughn as 
student helpers in the 21st Century Program; approved a change of 
assignment for Suzette Tamlin from comptroller to para-educator at 
Aberdeen High School effective February 1; approved a leave of absence for 
Natalie Tillery, a para-educator at Aberdeen High School effective February 8; 
approved extra-curricular contracts for Tedd White as assistant coach for 
Girls’ Tennis at Aberdeen High School effective February 29 and for Breanna 
Gentry as head coach for track at Miller Junior High School effective April 18; 
accepted resignations from Michael Cady as assistant coach for Boys’ 
Wrestling at Aberdeen High School effective January 29 and from Toni 
Houbregs and Steve Reed for Spring Intramurals at Aberdeen High School; 
and approved the hiring of Sarah Balesteri, April Nelson and Rita Wiley as 
classified substitutes.  

CLASSIFIED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m. ADJOURN 

Thomas A. Opstad, Secretary  Sandra Bielski, President 
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